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KEN 

The prifon ftrong. 

Within whofe keep the captive knights were laid : 

Was one partition of the palace-wall. Dryden. 

2. Guardianthip; reftraint. 

Youth is lead looked into when they ftand in mod need 
„ of good keep and regard. Afcham. 

Ke'eper. n. f . [from keep.'] 

1. One who holds any thing for the ufe of another. 

The good old man having neither reafon to diffuadc, nor 
hopes to perfuade, received the things with the mind of a 
keeper, not of an owner. Sidney. 

2 . One who has prifoners in cudody. 

The keeper of the prifon, call to him. Shakefpeare. 

* Io now 

With horns exalted dands, and feems to lowe : 

A noble charge ; her keeper by her fide 

To watch her walks his hundred eyes apply’d. Dryden. 

A pleafant beverage he prepar’d before. 

Of wine and water mix’d, with added dore 
Of opium ; to his keeper this he brought. 

Who fwallowed unaware the fieepy draught. Dryden. 

3. One who has the care of parks, or beads of chafe. 

There is an old tale goes, that Herne the hunter. 
Sometime a keeper here in Windfor fored, 

Doth all the Winter-time, at dill of midnight. 

Walk round about an oak with ragged horns. Shakefp. 

The firft fat buck of all the feafon’s lent. 

And keeper takes no fee in compliment. Dryden. 

4. One that has the fuperintendencc or care of any thing. 

Hilkiah went unto Hildah, keeper of the wardrobe. 2 King. 
Ke'eper of the great feal. [ cu/ios magni ftgiili, Latin.] Is a lord 
by his office, and called lord keeper of the great feal of Eng¬ 
land, £s\r. and is of the king’s privy-council, under whofe 
hands pais all charters, commiffions, and grants of the king, 
drengthened by the great or broad feal, without which feal 
all fuch mdruments by law are of no force ; for the king is, 
in interpretation and intendment of law, a corporation, and 
therefore pafleth nothing firmly, but under the great leal. 
This lord keeper, by the liatutc of 5 Eliz. c. 18. hath the 
like jurifdi&ion, and all other advantages, as hath the lord 
chancellor of England. Cowell. 

Ke'epership. n.f. [horn keeper .] Office of a keeper. 

The common gaol of the thire is kept at Launcefton : 
this keeper/hip is annexed to the conltablelhip of the caftle. 

Careiv’s Survey of Cornwall. 
Keg. n.f. [caque, French.] A fmall barrel, commonly ufed 
for a filh barrel. 

Kell. n.f. A fort of pottage. Ainf It is fo called in Scot¬ 
land, being a foupe made with fhreded greens. 

Kell. n.f. "The omentum; that which inwraps the guts. 
The very weight of bowels and kell, in fat people, is the 
occafion of a rupture. Wtfeman’s Surgery. 

Kelp. n.f. A fait produced from calcined fea-weed. 

In making alum, the workmen ufe the allies of a fea-weed 
called kelp, and urine. Boyle on Colours. 

Ke'lson. n.f [more properly kcelfon. ] The wood next the 

lcC€l* 

We have added clofe pillars in the royal ihips, which be¬ 
ing faftened from the kelfon to the beams of the fecond deck, 
keep them from fettling, or giving way. Raleigh. 

Kelter. n.f. [He is not in teller, that is, he is not ready ; 

from kilter, to gird, Danilh. Skinner. 1 
ToKemb. v.a. [cuemban, Saxon; kammen , German: now 
written, perhaps lefs properly, to comb .] T o feparate or dif- 
entanglc by a denticulated inftrument. 

Yet are the men more loolb than they, 

More ketnb'd and bath'd, and rubb’d and trim d. 

More fleck. Benj. Johnfon. 

Thy head and hair are fleek ; 

And then thou kemb'Jl the tuzzes on thy check. Dryden. 
To Ken. v.a. [cennan, Saxon; ktnnan, Dutch, to know.] 

\. To fee at a diftance; to defery. 

At once as far as angels ken, he views 
The difinal filiation, wafte and wild. Milton s Par. Loft. 
The next day about evening we faw, within a kenning, be¬ 
fore us thick clouds, which did put us in forne hope of land. 

Bacon's New Atlantis. 

If thou kcnjl from far, 

Among the Pleiads, a new-kindled ftar ; 

’Tis Ihe that Ihines in that propitious light. Dryden. 

We ken them from afar, the letting lun 
Plays on their Alining arms. Addijon. 

2. To know. u 

’Tis he, I ken the manner of his gate. Shakefp. 

Now plain 1 ken whence love his rife begun: 

Sure he was born fome bloody butcher’s foil, % 

Bred up in fliambles. GaysPaJt. 

Ken. n. f. [from the verb.] View ; reach of fight 

Lo ! within a ken, our army lies. Shakefp. Henry IV. 
When from the mountain top Pifanio lhew’d thee. 
Thou waft within a ken. Shakefp. Cymbelme. 

It was a hill 


Milton, 


K E R 

Of paradife the higheft; from whofe top 
The hemifphere of earth, in cleared ken, 

Stretch’d out to th’ ampleft reach of profpefl, lay. Mlltots 
He foon 

Saw within ken a glorious angel ftand. 

Rude, as their Ihips, was navigation then; 

No ufeful compafs or meridian known : 

Coafting they kept the land within their ken. 

And knew the North but when the pole-ftar Alone. Dryd 
When we canfider the reafons we have to think, that what 
lies within our ken is but a fmall part of the univerfe we 
fliall difeover an huge abyfs of ignorance. Locke 

Ke'nnel. n.f. [chenil, French.] 

1. A cot for dogs. 

A dog fure, .if he could fpeak, had wit enough to deferibe 
his kennel. Sid 

From forth the kennel of thy womb hath crept 
A hell-hound, that doth hunt us all to death. Shakefp, 
The feditious remain within their ftation, which, by rea¬ 
fon of the naftinefs of the beaftly multitude, might be more 
fitly termed a kennel than a camp. Hayward. 

2 . A number of dogs kept in a kennel. 

A little herd of England's tim’rous deer. 

Maz’d with a yelping kernel of French curs. Shakefpeare. 

3. The hole of a fox, or other beaft. 

4. [ Kennel, Dutch; chenal, Fr. cafialis, Latin.] The water- 
conrfe of a ftreet. 

Bad humours gather to a a bile; or, as divers kennels flow 
to one fink, fo in ftiort time their numbers increafed. Hayui. 

He always came in fo dirty, as if he had been dragged 
through the \ennel at a boarding-fchool. Arbutimot. 

To Ke'nnel. v.n. [from kennel.'] To lie; to dwell: ufed of 
beafts, and of man in contempt. 

Yet, when they lift, would creep, 

If ought difturb’d their noife, into her womb, 

And kennel there ; yet there Hill bark’d and howl’d 
Within, unfeen. Milton’s Par. Loft, b. ii. 

The dog kennelled in a hollow tree, and the cock roofted 
upon the boughs. L’Fjlrange's Fables. 

Kept. pret. and part. palT. of keep. 

Kerch k'if. n.f. [ ccvrccheif’, Chaucer ; couvre, to cover, and 
chef, the head; and hence a handkcrcheif to wipe the face 
or hands.] 

1. A head drefs. 

I fee how thine eye would emulate the diamond; thou 
haft the right arched bent of the brow, that becomes the 
tire vailant. 

—A plain kerchief \ Sir John ; my brows become nothing 
elfe. Shakefp'. Merry IVives of Windfor. 

The proudeft kerchief of the court fliall reft 
Well fatisfy’d of what they love the beft, Dryden. 

2 . Any cloath ufed in drefs. 

O ! what a time have you chofe out, brave Caius, 

To wear a kerchief. Shakefp. Julius Cetfar. 

Every man had a large kerchtif folded about the neck. 

Hayward. 

Kerche'ifed. 1 , r from kercheif] Drefted ; hooded. 

Kerche ift. S J L 

The evening comes 
Kerqheift in a comely cloud. 

While racking winds are piping loud. Milton. 

Kerf. n.f. [ceopjran, Saxon, to cut.] 

The fawn-away flit between two pieces of ftutt is called a 
ker f_ Moxon's Mcch. Exerctfe. 

Ke'rmes. n.f. 1 

Kennes is a roundilh body, of the bignefs of a pea, ana 
of a brownilh red colour, covered when mod with a 

purplilh grey duft. It contains a multitude of little diltinci 
granules, foft, and when crulhed yield a fcarlet ju.ee. «« 
found adhering to a kind of holm oak, and till late7 
generally underftood to be a vegetable excrefccnce, >u 
now know it to be the extended body of an animal P » 
filled with a numerous offspring, which are the t ^ 

Kern[ an Irifli word.] Irilh foot foldier; anjrilh boor. 
Out of the fry of thefe rake-hell horfeboys, S row '"= ,• P 
in knavery and villainy, are their team (upplied. P 
No fooner juftice had with valour arm d, 

Compell'd thefe Ikipping kernes to truft their heels, 

But the Norweyan lord, lurveying adyantage. 

Began a frelh affault. Shakefpeare s Macbe 

If in good plight thefe Northern kerns arrive ^ 
Then does fortune promile fair. ■ L ftone by 

Kern. n.f. A hand-mill conf.fting of two piecw^Scodand. 

which corn is ground. It is ftill uled in lome par ^ of a 

To Kern. v. n. [probably from kernel, or, by o 

vowel, corrupted from corn.] 

I. To harden as ripened corn. n0 more 


KEY 

*• T Thc k principrknaS is in mfking the juice, whcn “' 

cerneau, French.] 

The edible fubftance contained in a ihell. 

As brown in hue 

As hazle nuts, and fweeter than the kernels. Shakefpeare >. 

There can be no kernel in this light nut; the foul of this 
man is his clothes. Shakefp. All s well that ends well. 

-j-h c kernel of the nut ferves them for bread and meat, and 
the fliells for cups. More. 

2 Any thing included in a hulk or integument. 

' The kernel of a grape, the fig’s fmall grain. 

Can cloath a mountain, and o’crfliade a plain. Denham « 

Oats arc ripe when the ftraw turns yellow and the kernel 
Mortimer s Husbandry, 

3 . The feeds of pulpy fruits. . 

I think he will carry this ifland home in his pocket, and 
oive it his fon for an apple.—And fowing the kernels of it in 
The fea, bring forth more iflands. Shake/. Tempejh 

The apple inclofed in wax was as frelh as at the firft putting 
in, and the kernels continued white. Bacon's Fat. Hijt. 

4. The central part of any thing upon which the ambient ftrata 
are concreted. 

A folid body in the bladder makes the kernel of a ftone. Arb. 

5. Knobby concretions in childrens flelh. 

To Ke'rnel. v. n, [from the noun.] To ripen to kernels. 

In Staffordlbire, garden-rouncivals fown in the fields kernel 
well, and yield a good increafe. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Kk'rnelly. adj. [from kernel. ] Full of kernels; having the 
quality or rcfemblance of kernels. 

Ke'rnelwort. n.f. An herb. Ainfworth. 

Kf/ksey. n.f. [ karfaye, Dutch; carifce, French.] Coarfe 
fluff. 

Taffata phrafes, filken terms precife, 

I do forfwear them; and I here proteft. 

Henceforth my wooing mind {hall be expreft 
In ruffet yeas, and honeft kerfey noes. Shakefpeare. 

His lackey with a linnen flock on one leg, and a kerfey 
boot-hofe on the other. Shakef. Taming of the Shrew. 

The fame wool one man felts it into a hat, another weaves 
it into cloth, and another into kerfey or ferge. Hale. 

Thy kerfey doublet fpreading wide. 

Drew Cic’ly’s eye afide. Gay. 

Kest. The preter tenfe of caf. It is ftill ufed in Scotland. 
Only that noife heav’ns rolling circles kef. Fairfax. 

Ke'strel. n.f. A little kind of baftard hawk. Hanmer. 

In his kcfrel kind, 

A pleafing vein of glory, vain did find. 

To which his flowing tongue, and troublous fprit. 

Gave him great aid. Fairy Queen. 

Kites and kejlrcls have a refemblancc with hawks. Bacon. 

Ketch, n.f. [from caiccbio, Italian, a barrel.] A heavy 
lhip. 

I wonder 

That fuch a ketch can with his very bulk 
Take up the rays o’ th’ beneficial fun. 

And keep it from the earth. Shat. Henry VTU. 

KE'TTLE. n.f. [cetl, Saxon; ietel , Dutch.] A vcflel in 
which liquor is boiled. In the kitchen the name of pot is 
given to the boiler that grows narrower towards the top, and 
of kettle to that which grows wider. In authors they are 
confounded. 

The fire thus form’d, (he fets the kettle on; 

Like burnifh’d gold the little feethu {hone. Dryden. 

KF ttledrum. n.f. '[kettle and drum.] A drum of which 
the head is fpread over a body of brafs. 

As he drains his draughts of Rhenilh down. 

The kettledrum and trumpet thus bray out 

T he fiumph of his pledge. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

hi -1. n.f [ccej, Saxon.] 

t. An inftrument formeJ with cavities correfpondent to the 
wards of a lock, by which the bolt of a lock is pulhed forward 
or backward. 

If a man were po.tcr of hellgate, he Ibould have old turn- 

‘"S tbe k 'P , u Shakefp. Macbeth. 

t ortune, that arrant whore. 

Ne’er turns the key to th’ poor. Shai. King Lear. 

Boor key cold figure of a holy king! 

Pale allies of the houfe of Lancafter. Shakef. Rich. Ilf 
The glorious ftandard laft to hcav’n they fpread 
With Peter’s keys ennobled and his crown. ’ Fairfax 

Yet fome there be, that by due fteps afpire J 

To lay their juft hands on that golden key. 

That opes the palace of eternity. Milton 

fa S" fcien V e . is . own counfellor, the foie mailer of its own 
fliould i | r and u * s the privilege of our nature, that every man 
mould keep the key of Ins own breaft. South’s Sermons. 

necame, and knocking thrice, without delay 
i he longing lady heard, and turn’d the bey. Dryden 

I keep her in one room, I lock it; J 

The key, look here, is in this pocket. Prior. 


K I C 

2. An inftrument by which fomething is ferewed or turned 

Hide the key of the jack. W' 

7. An explanation of any thing difficult. , 

An emblem without a key to’t, is no more than a tale of a 

tub. . f f ra A T 

Thefe notions, in the writings of the ancients darkly deli¬ 
vered, receive a clearer light when compared with this theory, 
which reprefents every thing plainly, and is a key to their 
thoughts. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

Thofe who are accuftomed to reafon have got the true key 

of books - „ ,. , n • 

4 . The parts of a mufical inftrument wluch are ftruck with the 

^'Pamela loves to handle the fpinnet, and touch the keys. Pam. 
c fin mulick.J Is a certain tone whereto every compofition, 
whether lyng or ftiort, ought to be fitted; and this key is faid 
to be either flat or Iharp, not in refpe <51 of its own nature, 
but with relation to the flat or {harp third, which is joined 
with it. , J Harns ‘ 

Hippolita, I woo’d thee with my fword, 

And won thy love, doing thee injuries; 

But I will wed thee in another key. 

With pomp, with triumph, and with revelling. Shakefp. 
But fpeak you with a fad brow? Or do you play the 
flouting Jack? Come, in what key {hall a man take you to 
go in the fong ? Shak. Much Ado about Nothing. 

Not know my voice! Oh, time’s extremity ! 

Hail thou fo crack’d and fplitted my poor tongue 
In fev’n £hort years, that here my only fon 
Knows not my feeble key of untun’d cares ? Shakefpeare. 

6 . [Kaye, Dutch ; quai, French.] A bank raifed perpendicular 
for the eafe of lading and unlading {hips. 

A key of fire ran along the fliore. 

And lighten’d all the river with a blaze. Dryden. 

Ke'yage, n.f [from key.] Money paid for lying at the 
key. Ainfworth. 

Ki. yho'le. n.f. [key and hole.] The perforation in the door 
or lock through which the key is put. 

Make doors faft upon a woman’s wit, and it will out at the 
cafement; {hut that, and ’twill out at the keyhole. Shakefpeare. 
I looked in at the keyhole , and faw a well-made man. Tatler. 

I keep her in one room ; I lock it; 

The key, look here, is in this pocket; 

The keyhole is that left ? Moll certain. Prior. 

Keysto'ne. n. f. [key and fone.] The middle ftone of an 
arch. 

If you will add a keyfione and chaptrels to the arch, let the 
breadth of the upper part of the keyfone be the height of the 
arch. Moxon’s Mcch. Exer. 

Kibe, n.f [from kerb, a cut, German, Skinner-, from kibwe, 
Wellh, Minfhcw.] An ulcerated chilblain; a chap in the 
heel caufed by the cold. 

If ’twere a kibe, ’twould put me to my flipper. Shakefp. 
The toe of the peafant comes fo near the heel of our cour¬ 
tier, that it galls his kibe. Shakefpeare’s Hamlet. 

Oneboaftof the cure, calling them a few kibes. Wifeman. 
Ki'bed. adj. [from kibe.] Troubled with kibes : as kibed heels. 
To KICK. v.a. [kauchen, German; calco, Latin.] To ftrike 
with the foot. 

He muft endure and digeft all affronts, adore the foot that 
kicks him, and kifs the hand that ftrikes him. South. 

It anger’d Turenne once upon a day, 

To fee a footman kick’d that took his pay. Pope. 

Another, whofe fon had employments at court, that valued 
not, now and then, a kicking or a caning. Swift. 

To Kick. v. n. To beat the foot in anger or contempt. 

Wherefore kick ye at my facrifice, which I have com¬ 
manded ? j § a j; 

Jefhurun waxed fat and kicked. Deutr. xxxii‘. 15'. 

J he doctrines of the holy Scriptures are terrible enemies to 
wicked men, and this is that which makes them kick againft 
religion, and fpurn at the doctrines of that holy book. TU/otf. 
KicK - »;/ [ fr om the verb.] A blow with the foot. 

What, are you dumb ? Quick, with your anfwcr, quick, 

' Before my foot falutes you with a kick. Dryd. Juvenal 
Ki cker, n.f. [from &VL] One who ftrikes with his foot. 

Ki ckshaw, n.f. [This word is fuppofed, I think with truth, 
to be only a corruption of q^elque chofe, fomething; yet Milton 
feems to have underftood it otherwife; for he writes it kick- 
foe, and feems to think it ufed in contempt of daucine I 
i. Something uncommon; fantaftical; fomething ridicuVus. 
Shall we need the monfieurs of Paris to take n„r K c 1 
youth into their (light and prodigal cuftodies, and fend Them 
o,„ ? baeh again rramformed into mumcC»p4 td S 

Ynotm f ° Chl,,E ' d by ‘ he C00l “>’ > hat I' «» fearedy be 
Some pigeons, a couple of (liort-leeged hens a „f 

"’“"Tn w*T lZT y sln/hIV. 

in w.t, as well as war, they give us vigour; 

K V k C t ^ y WJi ° ft by k,ck fl >awt and foup-meagre. Fenton 

and P wind] A madc^ord 
Hanmer. 
He 


m ridicule and difdain of a wife 
12 Z 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 










































































































